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cattle. Extensive grazing is carried on on the sandy areas between the
Tisza and the Danube, and on the swampy sections bordering the riv-
ers. The Hortobagy Plains near Debrecen have long been noted for
their fine horses.

Nearly one-third of the productive portion of the plain is held in
large estates, in spite of the efforts of the government to bring about
a more equable distribution of the land. The owners of these estates
live either in large, centrally located manor houses or in the cities, the
actual work being clone by tenant farmers. The peasant-owned farms
are mostly small, but are carefully cultivated by the farmer and his

Peasants harvesting corn in western Hungary. (Courtesy of 0. Starkey.)

wife. Most of the peasants, whether tenants or owners, live in attrac-
tive little agricultural villages. Their carefully whitewashed houses of
sod, with the artistically colored windows and doors, present a very
neat and pleasing appearance. The peasants themselves give additional
color to the picture, for they have continued to wear their picturesque
national costumes to a greater extent than almost any other group in
Europe.

' Agricultural methods resemble those of the middle-western portion
of the United States. The use of machinery is less common, but is
increasing. Diversified farming, with rotation of crops and the raising
of numerous domestic animals, is common in both regions. Their pro-
duction per acre of all crops except corn also compares favorably with